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Our pre-school has regard to the SEND Code of Practice and the EYFS statutory framework. We review all policies and procedures annually or sooner if national guidance changes to ensure continued compliance. 

We aim to support all children within our setting. We have high aspirations on improving outcomes for all children with SEND. We welcome families with children that have SEND and we will work hard to support children to achieve their full potential.

A child has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which call for special educational provision to be made. 

As a setting we will:
· We follow the Equality Act 2010, which means we make sure children with disabilities are treated fairly, and we put in place any reasonable adjustments they may need so they are never put at a disadvantage compared with other children
· Have a named SENCO who will help all staff to support children with SEND
· Have a SEND register and keep records on children we are supporting and these will be updated termly
· Ensure our SENCO will keep up to date with statutory requirements and legislation, and share this with their team
· Give staff training on supporting children with SEND 
· Ensure children with any medical conditions get the support they require
· Involve families in the decision making process on how we should support their child in our setting
· Ensure all staff understand they are responsible for the progress of all children within our setting
· Ensure all children are treated fairly by giving them the oppertunities to learn and reach their full potential
· Develop successful partnerships with any other settings a child attends 
· Ensure the SENCO and staff have an understanding of the process for requesting an (EHCNA) Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment from the local SEND Team
· Work with any (EHCNP) Education, Health and Care Needs Plans that a child has
· Ensure the SENCO informs the committee on the provision for supporting children with SEND
· Provide time for our SENCO to liaise with other professionals and agencies, attend  SENCO network meetings and training
· Discuss with families whose child receives Disability Living Allowance how we  should spend any DLA funding we receive to improve outcomes for their child
· If needed get support from EMAS where a child’s first language is not English to establish whether they have SEN
· Support children with SEND with transitions to a new educational setting
· Regualarly review our SEND practice and carry out an audit on the environment to identify areas that we may need to improve, to support children with SEND
· Provide families information on the Local Authority Offer which states what funds are available to support SEND children (see information attached to this policy)

Our staff will:
· Carry out a 2 year progress check or baseline (if the child is over 3 years old) when the child first joins our setting so we can identify their strengths and any developmental delays or areas they may need more support
· Share the 2 year report, and any assessments with the child’s families
· Use the ‘Early Years Outcomes’ as a tool to assess the extent to which the child is developing
· Have discussions with a child’s family if we identify any areas of concern
· Ask families if they have any concerns about their child’s progress
· Inform families about other agencies that can offer support to their child
· Work with any other agencies involved in supporting a child’s progress
· Create support plans after discussions with the families where a child appears to be behind expected levels or where there are areas of concern
· Share children’s support plans with all staff so everyone knows how we can support them and what we want them to learn next
· Share strategies with families on how they can support their child at home
· Review the progress of a child with their families
· Create ongoing assessment plans to support children with SEND until they move onto their next educational setting
· Share information during transitions, on the support and progress of a child with SEND with their new educational setting 


We focus our support for children with SEND on the following are:
· Communication and interaction
· cognition and learning 
· social, emotional, and mental health 
· sensory and/or physical needs 

The four-stage process for supporting children with SEND:

Assess
· We identify when a child may need SEND support and involve their family from the very beginning of the assessment process.
· Assessments are ongoing. If a child shows little or no progress, we will seek further, more specialised assessments from external professionals or specialist agencies.

Plan
· Working together with the child’s family, we plan appropriate interventions and support.
· Strategies, targets and expected outcomes are agreed and recorded.
· Families are encouraged to reinforce strategies at home to support consistency.

Do
· The child’s key person implements the agreed plan and supports others to do the same.
· The SENCO works alongside practitioners, offering guidance and helping assess how the child responds to the strategies in place.


Review
· We regularly review how effective the support has been and evaluate the child’s progress.
· The key person and SENCO work closely with the family, taking the child’s views into account, to agree any necessary changes to outcomes or support.
· A revised plan is created and shared with the family and the nursery team.
· This cycle is ongoing for as long as the child attends our setting, ensuring that support remains responsive to their needs.

Looking ahead - We will make families aware that a great majority of children and young people with SEN or disabilities, with the right support, can find work, be supported to live independently, participate in their community, and have a fulfilling life ahead. 
Parents Views – We always value the views of our families and will welcome feedback. We regularly reflect on and improve our practice to make sure we are always following best practice. We want to know what things we have done well and areas we can improve on. If anyone has a concern relating to the support, we offer children with SEND please speak to our manager who will follow our Complaint Policy to address any issues. 

The Pre-school takes guidance from the following:
· SEND Code of Practice 2015
· Equality Act 2010
· Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021
· Children and Families Act 2014
· The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 
· DfE Early Years Outcomes 2013
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